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Street Newz === 


Hold onto your hat, the Breakwater 
is getting fenced in! At an estimated 
cost of half a million bucks (plus 
$10,000-$20,000/year for 
maintenance),* this nearly 100 year 
old Victoria landmark is getting an 
ugly facelift. Unsightly railings are 
about to be installed on both sides 
of this concrete slab. 


Note that I did not refer to the 
Breakwater as a walkway. It isn’t. 
It’s actually a breakwater. It’s nice 
that folks have been allowed to 
walk along its 800 meter length, 


to do so is at one’s own risk. I 
understandably locked at n 


donation 
vendor cost: 
50 cents 
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Founded in 2004, the Victoria Street 
Newz welcomes written submissions 
including personal stories, inter- 
views, event reviews, cartoons, 
poetry, photographs, or artwork, but 
we can't guarantee everything will 
be published. We reserve the right 
to edit, and will not print anything 
libelous, racist, sexist, or homopho- 
bic. Letters sent to the editor are 
assumed to be for publication, must 
include phone number or email (if 
possible, for confirmation) and may 
be edited for length. You can publish 


using a pseudonym, or anonymously. 


We are devoted to a triple bottom 
line philosophy - concerned about 
our environmental and social, as well 
as financial, well-being. 


You can contribute to social change 
by supporting the Victoria Street 
Newz team, by pondering the root 
causes of poverty, and by working 
for peaceful, non-violent change. 


Opinions expressed in this newzpaper 
are not necessarily those of Victoria 
Street Newz, the editors, advertisers, 
contributors, readers, or publishers. 


Please don't reprint without author's 
permission, and please credit the 
source, 


Victoria Street Newz is printed on 100% 
post consumer recycled paper with 
vegetable ink, at Web exPress Printing in 
Vancouver. 


Your written submissions are welcome. 
Please send them via e-mail, if 
possible, by the 1st Friday for the next 
month's issue. Street Newz is named 
monthly, but published mid-month. 
You can also mail or drop off articles, 
letters, or donations to our mailbox at 
Raincoast Business Centre: 


1027 Pandora Ave 
Coast Salish Territory 
Victoria, B.C., V8V 3P6 
streetnewz@islandnet.com 
250-383-5144 ext 0137 
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____just another rant issmebandeoftostcom 


Racist sentiments and accusations are 
surfacing, now that the Idle No More 
Movement has gained momentum and 
finally some focus from the corporate 

| and state media. No big surprise ... this 


fi! 7 country’s history is steeped in racism. 
Í John A. MacDonald wrote, in 1870: 
“These impulsive half-breeds ... must 


be kept down by a strong hand until they are swamped by the influx 
of settlers.” 


I did not ask to be born into this colonialist mess. I’m not of First 
Nations heritage but I’m here - a first generation Canadian with a 
strong love for the earth, doing what I can to live gently, with 
compassion and understanding. I do not feel a connection to the 
imperialists who “founded” this land, administering genocide to 
realize the theft of its territory and resources. My blood relatives are 
from Britain’s working class, my parents immigrated after WWII 
when, returning home after “fighting for their country,” they were met 
with unemployment and a lack of housing options. They came to 
Canada wanting to make a better life for their children. They weren’t 
educated about the theft of land and near genocide of the people who 
already lived here, it was a sophisticated public relations campaign 
that invited them to consider living elsewhere in the colonies. If they 
had any education at all about the First Peoples of Turtle Island, it was 
through the Cowboy and Indian movies they, as children, enjoyed at 
the movie theatres. Subtle imperialistic indoctrination, that. 


Likewise, I wasn’t encouraged to comprehend the Indigenous 
perspective from grade school textbooks. It was later, at university 
and with activist and indigenous friends, that I began to see the 
historical story from a different angle. Riane Eisler’s book, The_ 
Chalice and the Blade, really helped me understand how agrarian 
partnership societies, over many millennia, have been destroyed by 
dominant warrior cultures. All over the world co-operative pagan 
cultures that honoured the feminine principle were replaced with 
competitive patriarchal hierarchies. 





Consider that many of today’s major religions share a belief in a 
male deity with absolute control over His creation. It follows that 
human structured institutions have us believing (consciously or not) 
in the superiority of the male species (followed in rank by women, 
then animals and the earth). Women in industrial societies are still 
paid less than men, are still reduced to body parts to sell consumer 
goods or worse, just to survive. After much historical struggle 
women are now invited to play the game of patriarchy - to vote, or 
pretend at equality as Queen or President or CEO. Occasionally 
we’re able to change some of the rules of the game. But we don’t 
dare consider there might be an altogether different game to play. 


In an effort to comprehend the Idle No More movement, it’s 
important to realize the vast philosophical chasm that exists 
between the North American Indigenous and Settler cultures. 
Author and artist Stewart Steinhauer explains: 


“From an Indigenous perspective, the Euro-origin industrial model 
arises from a psychological pitting of human against nature, 
manufacturing an ideological division that does not exist in 
Indigenous reality. From the Indigenous-to-Turtle Island point of 
view, there is no dichotomy between wild and civilized. There is no 
such thing as wilderness. When Europeans arrived on Turtle Island 
they saw wilderness, while Indigenous Peoples saw the space as 
fully inhabited by culturally developed humans who were living in 
an active relationship with Mother Earth. ... The genius of 
Indigenous Socialism was that it did not extend from an avant-garde 
of intellectuals as a theory imposed imperfectly, top down, on a 
mass population, but instead was an organic product of a matrifocal 
society. When [Friedrich] Engels travelled to upper New York State 
to see for himself Haudenausaunee society in action, he marvelled 
at how a territorially large and heavily populated region could 
self-manage without elected officials, judges, police or prisons.”? 


The Idle No More movement, like the Arab Spring and Occupy 
Movements, offer a fundamental challenge to the dominant cultural 
game. And they’re winning hearts and minds because the tactics are 
peaceful and non-violent, leaving little for the patriarchs and their 
allies to condemn. 


The claims are simple, and universal: We the people want systemic 
changes in the way business is done and the way democracy is 
enacted. We are un-learning patriarchy with its autocratic decision 
makers, and re-learning grassroots consensus building. We realize 
that majority rule results in tyranny of the minority, and we’re 
willing to invest more time and resources reaching decisions that 
result in something other than more inequality, more bailing out of 
the wealthy at the expense of the poor, more war and less peace. 


We ask tough questions, and demand new and different responses, 
and because of this we meet enormous, and often violent, resistance. 
Patriarchs (some in women’s clothing) cling tightly to the 


power-over status they enjoy from within their invented structure. 
The mere existence of grassroots activists who stand up, speak truth 
to that power, and go beyond imagining to organize themselves later- 
ally into leaderless movements, is an enormous philosophical threat. 


Governments and corporations, and their military and media, realize 
this. Their divide-and-conquer tactics are nothing new. They plant 
agents provocateurs to incite violence at rallies, encouraging fear to 
keep people from participating. They hire “trolls” to write inane 
comments on web blogs and facebook posts, to waste valuable time 
and resources and distract people from the issue at hand. And 
recently, for Idle No More, they’ve released a financial audit 
intended to discredit Chief Theresa Spence, the Attawapiskat 
people, and anyone associated with the movement. 


Aside from the fact that the audit is 2005-2011, and Chief Theresa 
was elected in 2010, there are deeper and more significant issues to 
consider. With the introduction of the Indian Act, Indigenous 
peoples were forced (while challenged with new diseases, the 
abusive residential school (indoctrination) system, and the 60s 
sweep which removed many native babies from their parents) to 
accept the patriarchal hierarchy and restructure their societies. 
Sociologist Ron Bourgeault suggests it was Canada’s Dominions 
Land Act of the 1870s that provided the foundation for the apartheid 
South African Land Settlement Act of 1912 and 1913: 


“Tt is significant that South Africa came to Canada ... asking and 
getting permission to study the Canadian system by which Indian 
people were controlled and managed separately from the politically 
dominant white population. South African took what it needed and 
applied it to its own situation: first to segregation, and after the 
Second World War to apartheid.”* 


The Indian Act is a racist document. It forbade First Nations 
peoples from “acquiring property or trading their goods off the 
reserves. They also deprived Indians of the vote, and even 
established a kind of pass system for exit and re-entry to reserves. 
Small wonder that apartheid South Africa was interested.” 


Canada’s colonialist government demanded that natives retreat to 
their reserve lands, establish a “band government” to be “controlled 
by a chief councillor and council,” and even offered specific 
procedures for elections. Tribal organizations then ended up with 
elected band chiefs, plus the more traditional hereditary chiefs. This 
divide and conquer tactic has, some argue, had the effect of 
“preserving the power of corrupt cliques and, in many cases, of 
excluding women; and also excluding hereditary leaders.” And, to 
add fuel to the paternalistic fire, “band council resolutions have no 
effect unless endorsed by the Minister of Indian and Northern 
Affairs.”* No wonder they quest for autonomous self-government! 


As Steinhauer further explains, “the genius of Indigenous ceremony 
is that it intentionally creates a psychological space [that rewards] 
co-operation, voluntary sharing and spontaneous acts of kindness, 
while penalizing greed, selfishness and violence.” These are quite 
different values than those promoted by industrial capitalism with its 
“system of political economy [that] means ongoing genocide for 
Indigenous Peoples and perpetual ecocide.” 


For 500 years First Nations people have been victims of various 
forms of genocide, some subtle, some quite blatant. If there is 
corruption on the reserves, we can thank the colonialist government 
and its Indian Act for inspiring it. And while we’re opening the 
books, let’s have a good look at the Federal Government. Pd like to 
start with the Senate ... who are all these appointed individuals, 
what do they do for us really, and how much have they cost us in 
salaries and pensions over all these years? 


Bill C45, the catalyst for Idle No More, amends the Indian Act “to 
change the rules around what kind of meetings or referenda are 
required to lease or otherwise grant an interest in designated reserve 
lands. The aboriginal affairs minister [currently non-native] would also 
be given the authority to call a band meeting or referendum for the 
purpose of considering an absolute surrender of the band’s territory.” 


Idle No More is not merely a Native or even a Canadian issue. It’s a 
global issue - the final battle to protect this region’s wildlands and 
water resources for all the creatures who depend on a sustainable 
planet for their survival. Still on the fence about Idle No More? Go 
to a round dance rally, talk to people, inform yourself. Or watch the 
discussions on Facebook and Twitter. 2013 is a time for big 
changes, and they’re happening. Get on board! 
Sources: 
! The Chalice and the Blade: www.rianeeisler.com/chalice.htm 
? Stewart Steinhauer: www.dominionpaper.ca/articles/2742 
3 historymatters .co.za/two-fronts-of-anti-apartheid-strug gle-south-africa- 
and-canada 

4 en wikipedia.org/wiki/Band_government 

> www.huffingtonpost.ca/2012/10/18/bill-c-45-omnibus-budget- 
bill_n_1981967 himl#slide= 1658242 


Janine Bandcroft founded the Street Newz in 2004, and has been an activist 


for peace, environment, and social justice for over two decades. 


H O Id O n | .... continued from cover 


The railing design is seriously flawed. Both 
toddlers and tires will easily slip between the 
concrete and the railing. And just like a leash gives 
the illusion of dog control, the side fencing on the 
Breakwater will provide an illusion of improved 
safety. With a more relaxed attitude, not to 
mention more people, some on wheels and 
motorized(!), I’m sure more accidents will occur, 
not less. The railings will definitely make folks 
feel safer while, ironically, making them less 
cautious and more prone to mishap. 


Survive or Thrive? 
by Kym Hothead 


The oppressive colonial capitalist death 
system is the very reason people and 
their families are brought to or driven to 
the streets. Many have a sense of outlaw 
pride; many more suffer deeply and do 
not survive. 


As far as surviving on the streets: It is a 
very intense experience of “Life,” like 
having to be mindful while struggling 
with disassociation, yet, having to be 
fast and congruent to what we are saying 
in our words and what we express in our 
emotions. All of this to just survive all 
the lies. 


Clearly, I’m against this unnecessary expenditure. 
Far more lives would be saved if we spent that 
money on improved bike lanes, crosswalks and 
bus-driver training. And if the GVHA really cared 
about our safety, they’d install electrical shore 
power for our cruise ship industry so as not to 
continue suffocating James Bay residents eight 
months of the year with hydrocarbons, nitrogen 
and sulphur oxides and ammonia emissions. 


When there is incongruence in what we 
are saying and what we are showing in 
our emotional bodies, we send out a con- 
fusing message, a false one, a fake reality. 


I believe “incongruence” is held in high esteem by the upper 
classes. Most people IN the system of jobs are often living in an 
incongruent way, having to put on a façade to go to a “job.” Many 
have forgotten the reality that we all have a place in production 
and work does not have to be a horrible job. Often we respond to 
jobs with passive aggressive, passive or simply aggressive. 


Victoria is becoming just as famous for its 
relentless regulating and Big Brother attitude as it 
is for its gardens. Apparently, we can’t be trusted 
on the Breakwater anymore without a railing. We 
now need something to hold onto lest we fall off 
the edge. Whatever. 


As a result of police state rule, social and public spaces no 
longer exist here in Victoria. Many struggle to re-member who 
we are. Difficult to do when one is engaged in a global war 
against Life financed by greed using a propaganda machine most 
do not know they are in. Like school we are lied to about things 
like “the middle class must manage this mess, and, are the only 
ones who can save us from this mess...” If it were true that 
slaves of colonial oppression can learn how to be a good lawyer 
and free us all, if that were true don’t you think the Irish would 
have figured that out by now? 


We’re entering a new year and a time many of us 
try to make positive changes. Some bits of info 
and advice we should surely hold onto. Today I 
learned about a 90 year older columnist from 
Cleveland Ohio, Regina Brett, who compiled quite 
a list of things to hold on to. I will share just a 
handful: 


* When in doubt, just take the next small step 


* Burn the candles, use the nice sheets and don’t 


save for a special occasion ~ Today is special : : 
eae pe 2 i ogay pe Those of us who know we are in this Global War as slaves are 


made to feel and look “crazy” and possibly in need of Psych 
meds. Others battle their demons behind closed doors, hiding 
from community their pain and addictions, seemingly “normal” 
and “happy.” 


* Over prepare, then go with the flow 


* However good or bad a situation is, it will 
change 


* No matter how you feel, get up, get dressed and 


show up This system creates this dysfunction in our families and 


community. We keep this going by living the lie because we are 
told we kind of have to. We have responsibility as a Privileged 
Country to help end unnecessary violence and thus pain at home 
and abroad. Leadership can come from the middle class to help 
end unnecessary violence and suffering. 


I am beginning a new year without my best buddy 
and constant companion. Apparently dogs don’t 
live forever. That was something I should have 
prepared for! But since that dark Remembrance 
Day Sunday, I still get up, get dressed and get out 
as if a full-bladdered dog was waiting for me. And 
I’m lighting the good candles too! 


As homeless and as housed. As people of color, First Nations or 
Anglo Saxon or South Asian or Indian or Scottish or Asian or 
English or Kenyan or South African or one of many diverse 
peoples. As people who are women born or male born or all the 
in between gender folks, we are all responsible for NOW and the 
future. 


In the eighties, Toronto pop sensation, The 
Parachute Club, had a big hit with Rise Up . A 
definite feel-good number but it’s a line in another 
song that has stayed with me all these years: 


“Small victories have big steps.”** As humans who care for animals and the need for their liberation 


from violent society, or women caring for abused people who are 
trying to raise children, we all need unity and accountability. We 
can do this for each other. 


Admittedly, it’s much tougher for me to ready 
myself in the early hours for my walk or ride since 
losing Slick. But hiking the beach, listening to the 
waves and gulls, experiencing yet another sunrise, 
these were all once the best part of my day. And 
they can still be the best part. 


In a birthday card I made my nephew as he was 
entering those challenging teen years, I said that life 
was like a rollercoaster. You go up and you go down. 
The important thing is to enjoy the ride and hold on! 


I think a lot of folks are not pleased with the 
upcoming changes to our Breakwater, but change 
is inevitable. We should all relish those 
unencumbered walks and magnificent unob- 
structed views we enjoyed while we could. (Work 
on the railings begins this month, closing down the 
Breakwater altogether until spring). I miss my 
dog and I’Il miss the open feeling of walking the 
Breakwater, but I’m going to hold on and see 
what’s next. 


* sourced from Victoria News, Dec 19/12 


** from the album Small Victories, 1986 








Who YOU gonna call? Who you gonna be is more like it? 
Ghost and Illusion Busters? Conservative Busters? Sex 
Offender Busters? Earth Destroyer Busters? Police Brutality 
Busters? Ministry of Human Misery and Ministry of Children 
and Family Busters? Environmental Destroyer Busters? Indian 
Act Busters? Bully Busters has a LOT of openings and positions 
are opening up and being filled left right and center! 


You good folks who are reading this, you fill all of these 
positions. Many are sick and tired of being sick and tired. We 
are changing and shape shifting our very lives, our futures really. 
Idle No More movements and Occupy movements and The 
Green movements and Black Blok movements and Anonymous 
movements and leadership like Chief Spencer! We are learning 
that we are diverse in what we want. 


Some want the Indian Act destroyed and do not trust colonial 
paper/promises. We have lost far too many people to 
unnecessary death. Many in our street family are grieving still 
with no real hope in sight with the police state painstakingly 
moving forward. There seems to be no rest. I still meet folks on 
the street who spend time with me, sharing stories of life without 
Tami Turner, it often ends with laughter as we inevitably recall 
her wonderful voice! : 

How we miss her. 
Unnecessary suffering 
goes hand in hand with 
Colonial Rule. 


Keep coming together 
people, this is it, right 
now, we are IN IT. I want 
for us to thrive together. 
Happy New Year and see 
you out there! 


Kym Hothead is a visitor on 
Lkwungen Territory, from 
Winnipeg Red River Cree 
Territory, and recommends 
you visit ctehv.wordpress. 
com and thawVictoria on 
YouTube. Photo from Dec 21 
2012 Homeless Memorial. 





Remembering John Di Stefano 


Thoughts from some of his friends, compiled by Tim Boultbee 


John Di Stefano always challenged one to think deeper about what they 
believed. He never put up with light answers to his questions - and 
possessing a sharp, analytical mind, he always had questions. 


John took more than an interest in the world in which we live. An 
afternoon conversation with John could easily straddle Venezuela, 
Libya, Cuba, corporate and media affairs, poverty - and many more 
topics. He also did not hesitate in donating money to send a container to 
Chile and was a strong supporter of Street Newz. Several years ago, 
John was part of a delegation to Venezuela to see first hand how that 
country was being transformed under the leadership of Hugo Chavez. 
Later, in his 80s and unable to drive, John would still attend meetings 
| and discussions on political issues. An avid reader, John’s apartment 
was a small library. 


John passed away just before last Christmas. We have lost a friend - a 
man who never took bullshit for an answer, who always expected a well 
thought out response from us - and action where and when necessary. 
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My name is 
David Sumelth Dick 
of the 
Songhees Nation. 
T'm silently 
protesting with 
Idle No More. 


ENN 


a a 


Wye 


Silent No More 
by Kevin Adam Henry (Crazy Bear) 
Five hundred years ago, a ship sailed onto the 


shores, decided to possess a sacred mind: 
Mother Earth’s. 


Once a person sees the light of another way of 
life, may it be reclaiming yourself, your 
personality, your Indigenous heritage, and I 
mean to any part of the world, you honestly 
cannot ruin, nor take my Salish knowledge I 
am continually filled, taught, and commune 
with. 


I understand that a people once oppressed one 
village, only to continue this suppression in a 
sick trend: sure we are damaged, except, the 
world missed one step, we are healing. I 
understand that we were forgotten, but only to 
the notions to find purity in the drum beat, or 
the dance, something hidden deep in the song. 


Were we silenced forever? Doubtful, for within 
the wilful echoes, something is ragging 
violently off the hearts of the people, soon 
enough, we found the center; we came into the 
world to restore harmony, and this is a means 
into restoring a mind. 


I understand that taking one out of their culture 
appears to solve the problems of racism, but 
thousands shall return stronger than ever yet 
with a positive message: here we are mister 
harper, are you getting the message playing 
loudly in the malls, on the streets, at the 
borders, and on the rail lines. 


Realize that we the people are a sacred 
connection into the protection of Mother Earth. 
In this, twenty-first century, versions of 
humanity, and for now and always, we are still 
resilient: tranquility became a spiritual rite, a 
noble vow, to be Indigenous. 





Respect the Wild 


During the 1970s a plan 
was implemented to pay 
ranchers up to $500 for 
each animal killed by 
predators. The ranchers 
brought in the nose so the 
game warden could 
estimate the animals age, 
and a cheque was issued. 
After 10 years, taxpayers 
were paying ranchers about 
$50,000, representing about 
400 cow and sheep 
carcuses. 


In the 10th year of the 
program, game wardens 
were told to investigate 
each kill. They found only 
three animals in BC had 
been killed by predators. 
Most of them had tangled in 
barbed wire and been 
chewed on afterwards by 
vultures. 


Although it worked better 
than culling to reduce 
predation, and was cheaper, 
the program was 
discontinued. Culling 
predators causes increased 
die-offs as ungulates 
overeat their habitat and/or 
increases disease in 
ungulates. The wolf that 
eats an occasional sheep 
also eats thousands of mice, 
rats and others that compete 
with ungulates for habitat. 


Jim Erkiletian, Nanaimo 


Riding Herd on the Sacred Headwaters and the Peace 


Glad tidings of great joy from Klabona! In 
exchange for royalty credits of $20 million Shell 
has agreed to give up their right to exploit the 
Klappan anthracite field as a coalbed methane 
operation and all other rights. This means the 
wildlife range in the area will remain virtually 
unscathed, and the deep level water table of the 
Sacred Headwaters will remain pristine. As far as 


we know only three exploratory wells were drilled. 


We must salute Chief Annita McPhee, the Tahltan 
chiefs, the Tahltan people, and all the NGOs and 
individuals who worked so hard to achieve this. I 
suspect that Wade Davis’s amazing book also 
played a big part. 


by Don Startin 


Sadly, we can’t stand down. Harper and Clark still 
have their sights set on our northern wilderness 
and west coast as a cash cow to exploit. The Red 
Chris Mine is the next project we have to prevent 
getting off the ground. 


On the Peace River front we still are still waiting 
for B.C. Hydro to submit their project impact 
statement. This may be submitted by the fall. “On 
verra.” 


To all my readers a happy, healthy, sustainable and 
prosperous New Year. 
Don Startin is an activist and gardener, an ex-military 


man now living a life of simplicity with his wife in 
Victoria, B.C. 


The Inconvenient Indian 


A Book Review 


by Marge Reitsma-Street 


The gripping and witty book The Inconvenient Indian: A Curious History Of Native People In North 





America has just been published in 2012 by Thomas King. King is a superb storyteller, author of five 


| novels. King is also an activist and a leading Canadian Native public intellectual. 


In concise chapters, with intriguing titles, such as ‘Warm Toast and Porcupines,’ ‘Forget Columbus’ and 
“We are sorry’ Thomas King entices the reader to see several centuries of Canadian and American history 
from the perspective of Native nations. Rather than ask ‘what do Indians want,” King questions what 
white people want. This small red book helps to make sense of “Idle No More” movement, the most 
recent of many campaigns to challenge the obsessive grasp of those who want land and who care not if 
rivers or treaties are broken to possess, and consume yet more. 


As North Americans like happy-ever-after endings, King looks for an optimistic note to end his book. He 
unravels the huge land claims settlements in Alaska and Nunavut, after lauding the common cause and 
good sense that came together in the creation of the Gwaii Haanas National Park and Haida Heritage 


Site. King points to worthy experiments as well as possible new 
problems in the recent transfers of land and governance to Native 
nations, such as the conversion of trust land in Alaska to fee-simple 
land--under the control of new Native village corporations, at least 
for several decades. People became shareholders; tribes became 
corporations. The new laws may be, King states, the “latest 
fashion in assimilation.” At the end of the time of protection, the 
land may be sold to non-native speculators, unless new ways of 


protecting the commons are found. 


King tries, but then gives up on the ‘remarkably tenacious and 
resilient’ storyline for Native cultures. Instead, he ends by saying 
Indians are neither special nor mysterious. Whether “Legal, Dead, 
or Live”--the three categories white governments often use to 
divide Natives, they do continue to exist, and fortunately, they 
remain inconvenient to others. King wants to hear the new stories 


Natives will imagine in the future. 


In the DoubleDay publication, Joseph Boyden, Wade Davis, and 
Dionne Brand extol the genius and compassion of this excellent, 
timely book, The Inconvenient Indian by Thomas King. 





Observations 
from the Street - 


Trophy Hunting 
is Wrong 
by Ken Bath 


In mid September while on a trophy hunting trip in 
northern British Columbia to kill grizzly bears, a 
hunter was attacked by a mother bear protecting her 
two cubs. If I was a bear in the woods and saw a 
hunter, I might react the same way. 


Conservationists were sent in to track down and 
kill this animal. 


The bear was doomed from the first encounter. If 
the hunter did not kill her, she would soon die 
anyway, leaving two more cubs without a mother. 


Something is wrong with this picture. Because 








some self important, insecure jerk wanted to build 
up his [or her] ego by killing an animal for sport; a 
magnificent creature is now dead, leaving two 
babies to fend for themselves. 


[Hu]man kills bear no problem. Bear protecting 
her babies attacks man, bear has to die. 


Is it just me or is there something with that 
concept? 


Ken Bath has recently retired from selling Street Newz, 
after over five years, because of health concerns. 


Photo lifted from www.sierraclub.bc.ca. 
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Governor General of Canada in Conflict of Interest 


Canada is not a democracy. It has been slipping towards 
dictatorship for 30 years. When Harper stole his majority 
government, Canada became a dictatorship. 


DICTATOR HARPER 


The evidence of Harpers dictatorship is plain when his 
record is scrutinized. Contempt for Parliament is evident. 
He has destroyed most of the democratic institutions in this 
country, as well as most of the environmental protection. 
He has made a joke of the rights of workers. He has 
allowed his ministers to get away with the most outrageous 
malfeasance. He is running the most secretive government 
in Canada’s history. He has no respect for the Loyal 
Opposition and ignores the opinions of Canadians. 


SPEAKER SHEER 


The evidence mounts showing Sheer to be biased in favour 
of the Harper government. A review of his rulings on points 
of order and points of privilege alone illustrates this point. 
When the Speaker of the House is not neutral and impartial 
the game is rigged, just as rigged as when the referee at a 
hockey game is biased. Sheer is in the pocket of the dictator 
and any democratic process is thereby crippled. 


GG DAVID JOHNSTON 


In an interview with Evan Solomon aired on December 19, 
2012 the GG admitted to being an instrument of the 
Canadian government and thereby a tool of the dictator 
Harper. He freely admitted to taking instruction from the 
government, traveling in the interests of the government and 
debriefing with the Harper government when he returns from 
abroad. He said he has done this 21 times in the two years 
he has been GG. He has gone from being the representative 
of the Monarch to being an Errand Boy for Harper. 


This, in my opinion, puts him in a conflict of interest position. 


As I see it, the GG has switched bosses. He no longer 
properly represents the Crown in Canada. He now does the 
bidding of the Dictator of Canada instead. This is not his 
job; and he should know it because he has been a professor 
at University teaching constitutional law. I cannot believe 
that he is incompetent to understand his duties according to 
the Letters Patent 1947, which defines his job and gives him 
the power to do it. 


In the Letters Patent 1947 King George VI repeals the letters 
patent of 1931 signed by his predecessor King George V and 
sets out the new wishes, His wishes, as to the office and 
practice of the Governor General of Canada. I shall be 
including excerpts from that document with my commentary 
to make the case that the present GG is not doing his job. 


I. We do hereby constitute, order, and declare that there 
shall be a Governor General and Commander-in-Chief in 
and over Canada, and appointments to the Office of 
Governor General and Commander-in-Chief in and over 
Canada shall be made by Commission under Our Great 
Seal of Canada. 


The GG is the head of state only as long as he adheres to 
the instructions of these Letters Patent. His office is a 
creation of the Crown; and he serves at the pleasure of the 
Crown. He is in Canada and over Canada. This means that 
all of Canada is under him. It is under his power and his 
direction, which is conferred upon him in Clause 1. His 
only boss is the Monarch of Britain and Canada. He is not 
supposed to take orders from anyone else. 


IT, And We do hereby authorize and empower Our 
Governor General, with the advice of Our Privy Council 
for Canada or of any members thereof or individually, as 
the case requires, to exercise all powers and authorities 
lawfully belonging to Us in respect of Canada, and for 
greater certainty but not so as to restrict the generality of 
the foregoing to do and execute, in the manner aforesaid, 
all things that may belong to his office and to the trust We 
have reposed in him according to the several powers and 
authorities granted or appointed him by virtue of the 
Constitution Acts, 1867 to 1940 and the powers and 
authorities hereinafter conferred in these Letters Patent 
and in such Commission as may be issued to him under 
Our Great Seal of Canada and under such laws as are or 
may hereinafter be in force in Canada. 
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In Clause 2 King George empowers the GG, 
“with the advice of the Privy Council or of any 
members thereof or individually, as the case 
requires, to exercise. . . .” This does not mean that 
he can be ordered about by the Privy Council or 
any members thereof or individually. As it is the 
Crown’s Privy Council this means that he may 
listen to the advice; but not be bound by it. 
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This is the first time King George refers to the 
GG as “Our Governor General”; but not the last. 
The King obviously owns the GG, as does Queen 
Elizabeth II today. The Monarch is the one and 
only master of the Governor General of Canada. 


The King gives the GG authority to use the 
powers appointed to him by the Constitution Acts and the 
powers and authorities given to him by these Letters Patent 
and by such Commission issued to him under the Crown’s 
Great Seal of Canada, which is an order directly from the 
Crown. And lastly, the GG is able to act under such laws as 
are or may be in force in Canada. 


III. And We do hereby authorize and empower Our 
Governor General to keep and use Our Great Seal of 
Canada for sealing all things whatsoever that may be 
passed under Our Great Seal of Canada. 


Clause 3 empowers the GG to use the great seal of Canada. 
This power is shared by the Crown with the GG and 
illustrates quite clearly that the GG represents the Crown. 


IV. And We do further authorize and empower Our 
Governor General to constitute and appoint, in Our name 
and on Our behalf, all such Judges, Commissioners, 
Justices of the Peace, and other necessary Officers 
(including diplomatic and consular officers) and 
Ministers of Canada, as may be lawfully constituted or 
appointed by Us. 


In Clause 4 the GG is given the power to appoint to office 
all sorts of people including Ministers of Canada, which 
includes the Prime Minister. This illustrates the GG has 
greater power than the Prime Minister. 


V. And We do further authorize and empower Our 
Governor General, so far as We lawfully may, upon 
sufficient cause to him appearing, to remove from his 
office, or to suspend from the exercise of the same, any 
person exercising any office within Canada, under or by 
virtue of any Commission or Warrant granted, or which 
may be granted, by Us in Our name or under Our 
authority. 


In Clause 5 the Governor General is given the authority and 
power to remove from office or to suspend from the exercise 
of the office anyone holding office in Canada who has been 
appointed by the Crown. All the GG needs to do this is that 
it appears to him or her that there is sufficient cause to do it. 
This relieves him of the duty to even explain his decision 
beyond saying that it appears to him to be necessary. 


He can remove the Speaker of the House and the Prime 
Minister from office. He can remove any Minister of the 
government and judges of the Supreme Court of Canada 
and military and police officers. All serve at the pleasure of 
the Crown. 


VI. And We do further authorize and empower Our Gover- 
nor General to exercise all powers lawfully belonging to 
Us in respect of summoning, proroguing or dissolving the 
Parliament of Canada. 


Clause 6 gives the GG the power to dissolve Parliament. 


Clause 7 sets out the GG’s power to appoint his deputies. 


VIII. And We do hereby declare Our pleasure to be that, 
in the event of the death, incapacity, removal, or absence 
of Our Governor General out of Canada, all and every the 
powers and authorities herein granted to him shall, until 
Our further pleasure is signified therein, be vested in Our 
Chief Justice for the time being of Canada, (hereinafter 
called Our Chief Justice) or, in the case of the death, 
incapacity, removal, or absence of Our Chief Justice, then 
in the Senior Judge for the time being of the Supreme 
Court of Canada, then residing in Canada and not being 
under incapacity; such Chief Justice or Senior Judge of 
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the Supreme Court of Canada, while the said powers and 
authorities are vested in him, to be known as Our 
Administrator. 


Provided always, that the said Senior Judge shall act in 
the administration of the Government only if and when 
Our Chief Justice shall not be present within Canada and 
capable of administering the Government. 


Provided further that no such powers or authorities shall 
vest in such Chief Justice, or other judge of the Supreme 
Court of Canada, until he shall have taken the Oaths 
appointed to be taken by Our Governor General. 


Provided further that whenever and so often as Our 
Governor General shall be temporarily absent from 
Canada, with Our permission, for a period not exceeding 
one month, then and in every such case Our Governor 
General may continue to exercise all and every the powers 
vested in him as fully as if he were residing within Canada, 
including the power to appoint a Deputy or Deputies as 
provided in the Seventh Clause of these Our Letters Patent. 


Clause 8 contains a couple of very important elements. 
Firstly, if the GG is out of Canada for more than a month, 
his powers and duties are to be assumed by the Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada. Secondly, the GG 
is allowed to leave Canada temporarily with the permission 
of the Monarch for a period not exceeding one month and 
retain his powers while out of the country. 


If he needs the Queen’s permission to leave Canada it 
would follow that the government cannot send him around 
the globe on errands concerning trade or other government 
objective, unless She is granting leave for each trip. I 
cannot believe she would be happy knowing that Harper is 
using Her representative as his errand boy. 


IX. And We do hereby require and command all Our 
Officers and Ministers, Civil and Military, and all the 
other inhabitants of Canada, to be obedient, aiding, and 
assisting unto Our Governor General, or, in the event of 
his death, incapacity, or absence, to such person as may, 
from time to time, under the provisions of these Our 
Letters Patent administer the Government of Canada. 


Clause 9 is where the King says we all have to be obedient 
and helpful to the GG. This would seem to preclude the 
possibility of the GG being obedient to the Prime Minister. 
The GG is over Canada and the PM. This Clause clearly 
illustrates the relationship. Part of the GG’s job is to 
oversee the government and act to remove its ministers or 
to dissolve Parliament if it seems to Him that it is necessary. 
How can he do this if he is being obedient to the PM and 
running errands for him? 


Clause 10 commands the GG to take the Oath of Allegiance 
and to swear the,... “usual Oath for the due execution of 
his office as both Governor General and Commander in 
Chief in and over Canada.” 


Oath of Office: I, , do solemnly and sincerely 
promise and swear (declare) that I will truly and 
faithfully, and to the best of my skill and knowledge, 
execute the powers and trusts reposed in me Gs ........... so 
help me God. 


This oath of office is the only one I have been able to find 
and many or may not be the one sworn by the Governor 
General when he or she is sworn in. 

continued on pg 6 ... 
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Conflict of Interest .... continued from page 5 


I don’t know how our present GG can truly and faithfully serve 
two masters. He swore to truly and faithfully execute the powers 
and trusts reposed in him as Governor General. He has sworn to 
do it to the best of his skill and knowledge, which should be 
considerable because of his teaching of constitutional law. 


I do not see how he can be, as he claimed yesterday on Power and 
Politics, what amounts to an “instrument” of the Harper 
government and still be the servant of the Crown. Evan Solomon 
said the GG had become an “instrument of policy for the 
government”. The GG accepted this description without even 
batting an eyelash. 


I think the Queen should be advised of this development and 
redefinition by the GG of his own job. The Governor General 
must not represent the government of the day. Part of his job is 
the oversight of the government of the day to make sure that it 
doesn’t go so far off the rails that endangers the country or the 
subjects of the Queen. How can he properly do this if he sees 
himself as working for that government? I believe this 
constitutes a conflict of interest; and I think that the Queen must 
be asked to remove him and replace him because of that conflict 
of interest. 


OUR DUTY 


It is our duty as citizens of Canada to obey, aid and assist the 
Governor General according to Clause IX of the Letters Patent. 
In this situation I think we would do that by drawing his conflict 
of interest to his attention and requesting that he cease and desist 
any and all actions that bring him into conflict of interest. 


We can further assist him by providing him with the evidence that 
has convinced us it is time for him to dissolve Parliament and call 
anew election. At the very least, he must remove Harper and 
Sheer from their offices. Harper because he has turned into a 
dictator instead of being first among equals and Sheer because of 
his apprehended bias, which renders him unable to truly and 
faithfully execute the tasks of his office. One would hope that he 
would also instruct the replacements for these two men not to get 
into the same trouble as their predecessors. 


If the Governor General is not willing to act as we request, we 
must then assume that he knowingly continues to be in a conflict 
of interest situation. In that case we must assist our Queen by 
providing Her with the evidence of the GG’s betrayal of Her, of 
his oath of office and of the people of Canada over whom, in Her 
stead, he presides. 


OUR ACTION 


I am distributing this document over my own signature as broadly 
as I possibly can, hoping that it will lead to the action we need to 
put an end to the dictatorship of Harper and to create the fertile 
ground for the growth of the seeds of a Democracy, which we 
will sow very soon. 


I hope that you will circulate this document as widely as possible 
and that you will add your signature to show that you agree with 
it. The more signatures it gains, the more likely it is to impress 
the Governor General and perhaps our Queen. 


IN CONCLUSION 


I love my country. The scenery is grand and varied even as the 
people are grand and varied. 


Harper does not respect us or our values. He wants to crush 
anyone who challenges him. He does not believe in tolerance, 
openness or acceptance. He has made Canada a combatant in 
foreign wars instead of the international peace keepers we used to 
be. He believes in power and wants to exercise it as he sees fit. 
He wants all of the power: not just what is supposed to be the 
power of the PM. 


In my opinion he suffers from a malignant narcissism bordering 
on psychopathic personality disorder; and should be removed on 
that basis alone. 


We must use every legal means possible to get rid of Harper and 
his government including, if necessary providing the Queen with 
the information and evidence we have gathered and appealing to 
Her to remove the Governor General and to dissolve Parliament 

and call a new election as soon as possible. 


We must ask her to appoint someone to the 
office of Governor General, who will do the 
job properly and not become an “instrument 
of policy” for the government of the day. 

W. Robert Arnold has been fighting poverty 

for over 45 years. You can contact him at 
greyknight@shaw.ca. 
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Free Healthy Food! 


Victoria Food Not Bombs is looking for 
volunteers who are willing to help cook, 
serve food & clean up on Sundays. 


We use a different kitchen every week and 
start cooking around 1lam-noon & serve 
food on Pandora & Vancouver under the 
Sequoia tree around 3:30 pm. We also need 
people to collect food from stores, farms & 
markets on Saturdays. 

Please phone 250 383-5144 box # 1940 on 
Saturday for the location of the kitchen. You 
can also email vicfnb @lists resist.ca to be 
put on our list serve for updates. 


We serve mostly vegan dishes with local 
produce to 20-40 people every week. 


Thanks for joining an active and 


committed group of people! 
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Jumping Through the Hoops 


An opinion in the course of dealing with Social Services 
in today’s society. 


Every time you go through their office door there’s a line 
up. You’re there in order to find means to pay your rent 
or put food in your mouth, or in order to feed and help 
clothe your children. It’s like begging for a hand out 
from a government that is supposed to run one of the 
greatest countries in the world. 


You have to jump through the hoops of rules in order to 
maintain a residence. Receiving funds that in today’s age 
doesn’t even barely come close to paying the rent let alone 
put food in the cupboard. The same people that are justifying 
and making up the rules for an unemployed person receiving 
welfare expect us to maintain certain criteria in order to 
receive funds from the Canadian government. 


A single parent has to beg the Canadian government in a 
social service office in order to put a roof over their 
child’s head and food in their belly. Well soup line ups 
are becoming more and longer. 


I myself asked a social worker once for help one day in 
Victoria on welfare day. Some people were waiting in the 
long line that went down the block, people outside the 
window the social worker could see out of. Right in front 
of her were recipients in line smoking crack cocaine out 
of a pipe while waiting to get their cheque. 


When I asked her what happens when that addict gets to her 
counter she said that, due to legislation, she could not offer 
them a detox center. The only thing she could do was hand 
them their welfare cheque. I think it would help to spend 
taxpayers’ money in a way that would help someone beat an 
addiction problem. Then maybe later they can become a 
successful member of society, capable of being employed. 


But because of legislation she just hands them the 

support cheque from the Canadian taxpayer. When you 
have that addiction problem the odds are they are more 
then likely to give some of that money to a drug dealer. 


Cail DHL dus ate fapa gae yiia Aul attest BAL counting 





i Ebb a4 FFAA 


IWeTISM Sav ITY LASIM TIY NI INAL sarnu g ny so enol WLS Ilil k 30HJAN JIA 


by Darren Jones 


If you want to be a drug dealer be one. Why are my taxes 
paying for some one else’s addiction problem? Why are 
taxpayers supporting drug dealers? Isn’t it against the 
law to be a drug dealer? But why are the people that are 
supposed to run this country able to justify things like 
this when there are people that really need the help? 


Canadian citizens are begging for some help from the 
services their taxes pay for. 


In another instance, returning to the subject of the social 
worker and tax money paying for detox centers, my 
travels show me that every time an addict has had 
enough and asks for help to change, their lives improve. 


The taxpayer pays for that addict to be removed from the 
streets and sent to a detox or a rehab center. They will take 
the addict from the homeless shelter or the doorway 
they’ve been sleeping in, say for the last five years. 
Especially in large cities where the problem is greater. So 
the working girl on the corner or the street level dealer or 
addict now is in a detox center. They spend a certain 
amount of time in the center being one week to ninety 
days or however long. Then tax money pays to send them 
right back to the same shelter they were taken from, to sit 
right down beside the people they were getting high with 
for the last five years. They’re homeless again, due to lack 
of housing or programs. It’s just my opinion but maybe a 
drug addict exchange program would help. People could 
adopt or sponsor an addict in a different province. 


When the addict gets sent back to the 
same city it usually seems like a 
waste of tax money. Within days they 
are normally using again. So did 
spending all that money to clean 
someone up off drugs make a 
difference? How many times can one 
person go to a detox center before 
maybe they should try some thing 
different? 
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Between Love and Love 
by Eric Whitehead 


In recent years, musical pop culture has been stimulated by a 
relatively new and talented artist by the name of Frank Ocean. 
Ocean has made a name for himself providing his harmonious 
vocals in the now-infamous rap group Odd Future. Since this, 
he has produced two very successful solo records; on his first 
2011 album, Ocean has a song titled “We All Try” wherein 
there is a lyric that reverberates through my ears every time I 
hear it--”I believe that marriage isn’t between a man and 
woman, but between love and love.” On a completely 
unrelated note, it was earlier this year that Frank Ocean told 
the world he was gay. 


In doing so, he has indirectly and unintentionally planted 
himself between an unstoppable force and an immovable 
object - the LGBT movement opposing the many people 
across the world who see homosexuality as wrong. The drive 
of the controversy is the question: should gay marriage be 
allowed? My question becomes, should it not? 


The issue that gay marriage faces is that it goes against ethical 
teachings that have been passed down for generations. More 
specifically, religious teachings - the teaching that marriage is 
defined as a union between two members of the opposite sex, 
such that they might bring a child into the world, to raise and 
educate such that it too may one day procreate and continue 
the cycle. This cycle is then backed by science: it is through 
reproduction via a mother and father that all of us are where 
we are today. You, me, him, her, dogs, cats and trees all came 
from a mother and father organism. That is how all living 
creatures have been and how they must be in order to create 
future generations. But is it the duty of man to adhere to this 
cycle? Must the purpose of marriage be only to procreate? 


To assist myself in writing this article, I did a bit of research. 
The first place I went was to the dictionary to look up the 
word marriage. Before disembarking, I decided to put an 
age-old high school test-taking skill into action, and think to 
myself what I personally thought marriage was. Based on 
observations I have made throughout my life and from what I 
have learned from my own two parents, I believe marriage is 
based on two people loving each other, so they can start a 
family and grow together. I noted that love was a keyword in 
my definition. To my surprise and disappointment, the word 
love was nowhere to be found in any of the official definitions 
of marriage I came across. Marriage, a noun, is the state of 
being united to a person of the opposite sex as husband or 
wife in a consensual and contractual relationship recognized 
by law. In other words, marriage would sooner be recognized 
as two people signing a document rather than two people 
loving each other. 


While I see how this definition of marriage could make sense 
as words on a page, I have trouble grasping the idea that this 
is really the best way to describe it. Think, for example, of the 
ways in which marriage is initiated. One kneels down and 
“pops the question,” asking their dearly beloved for their hand 
in marriage, often with a ring - an act of love. It is highly 
unlikely for the question to be phrased, “will you agree to 
sign this document to be recognized as my legally wedded 
spouse?” Then, it is only after this engagement event that a 
marriage license is granted. In retrospect, the expression of 
love comes before the binding by law. 


The conflict of gay marriage arises from the fact that man has 
carried on in this cycle of marriage and procreation for so 
long that seems wrong to change it. It is a fact that man must 
have relations with a member of the opposite sex in order for 
future generations to thrive, but it is also fact that some men 
question their sexuality, and find solace in members of the 
same sex - they find love. As love grows, the desire to express 
their feelings grows with it; and this expression comes, more 
often than not, through marriage. 


When we advocate for same-sex marriage, we are not doing so 
to undermine any social teachings; we are not doing so to break 
the cycle of opposite-sex families raising children; we are 
doing so to spread the love - to reinforce the truth that love is 
free. I believe the freedom to marry should be a human right. I 
believe that no ethical, social, or religious teaching, should 
orchestrate what marriage is. I believe that the definition of 
marriage should not be “the union of a man and a woman,” but, 
in the words of Frank Ocean, “between love and love.” 


This article was rejected by a Catholic school publication in the 


USA. 


The Problem with Casinos 
by Craig Hill 


All the guy ever wanted to do was pick the ponies. The Sport of 
Kings was popular back in the 1960s. He bet almost every day and 
he bet big. While he played the horses inside at Ex Park in 
Vancouver, the kids played outside on the grass strip next to 
grandstand. 


As the years went by, he was betting more and losing more. There 
were many times that he would completely squander a pay cheque. 
The guy would return home, tail tucked between his legs, fight with 
his wife and beat the kids. It was a vicious circle. Even after he 
moved out in the Fraser Valley he was still wired on the racetracks 
and ended up at the sulkies in Cloverdale. 


Once in a while, this guy would show up all smiles with tales about 
how his horse beat another by 10-lengths, or a nose. But he lost 
untold thousands of dollars over time. It didn’t matter how far he’d 
have to go, he always found a way to get there. 


The gambling eventually did slow down but didn’t stop completely 
despite moving 100 miles away. Then it became Reno. Then it was 
the insidious scratch tickets. The carpets in his car were coated in 
gray scrapings from those. 


On Friday, the paint was still wet and the building’s exterior 
remained unfinished when the new Chances Casino in Chilliwack 
threw open its doors. 


Every ribbon-cutting in Chilliwack for the past several years has 
been on completed structures and facilities. But, Chances needs to 
get the revenue stream going. You can’t blame them, it’s a business. 


Casinos are geared toward making money. The glitzy slot machines 
with the flashing lights and trance sounds are designed to 
mesmerize people and put them into a hypnotic daze so they keep 
plunking in money. Every once in a while coins splash down to 
reward the player. Video games hook people in the same way. 


When they lay out casinos, the slot machines with the better odds 
are placed in high traffic areas like at the front, or near elevators, so 
people walking by can be lured into the action. 


On slow nights the casino boss will comp players with nice 
expensive dinners or private cocktail party invitations. But don’t 
expect $100 dollar dinners and show tickets when you lose fifty 
bucks playing $5 roulette. 


Another thing casinos are good at is integrating into the community 
as much as possible by doing things like offering discount facility 
rentals. 


“The cardinal rule is to keep them playing and to keep them coming 
back. The longer they play, the more they lose, and in the end, we 
get it all,” said Ace Rothstein in the 1995 movie Casino. 


The community can expect fallout with this new casino. Not just for 
problem gamblers, but for seniors who spent a bit too much of their 
pension cheque to full-blown addicts that lose everything. 


The community will see more people in Gamblers Anonymous. 
More domestic disturbances and abuse calls as pay cheques are 
frittered away and the kids go hungry. They’re going to have to deal 
with more depressed residents, more suicides and longer lines at the 
food bank. 


The British Columbia Lottery Corporation, who owns Chances, 
advises people to “know your limit and play within it.” But that’s 
like telling a junkie it’s okay to use, just don’t overdose. 
Maintaining a gambling addiction by cautioning people to control 
their gambling, is the same thing a junkie goes through with needle 
exchanges, and other harm reduction programs. 


Can you caution an addicted gambler to game responsibly in a 
casino? It’s a bit like telling a smoker to smoke less when they can 
only buy packs of 20s. 


So if you’re going to have a casino, then you better have other 
things like safe injection sites and alcohol harm reduction programs 
too. 


If this story helps influence even one person’s decision not to 
gamble, then its achieved what it was intended to do. 


Whatever way you look at it, any gambling establishment from 
bingo halls to confectioneries are going to cause grief in the 
community because not everyone is as strong as you or I. 


If you, or someone you know, has a problem with gambling, it is 
possible to get help in BC by calling The Problem Gambling Help 
Line at 1-888-795-6111, dialing 2-1-1 or visiting www.bc211.ca. 


This article was originally published in The Valley Voice (thevalleyvoice. 
ca) and is reprinted with permission. 


Books for Reading: 


The Spirit of Canada 
by Andrew Tate 


Hi everyone. My apologies for missing January’s 
issue. Blame it on the winter blues and a little 
procrastination. Feeling better, had a great 
Christmas, and wish all my readers the best for 2013. 


Here is another book from my personal collection. 
I found this book fascinating and enjoyable to read 
and recommend it for all those patriotic Canadians 
such as myself. It is entitled The Spirit of Canada: 
Canada’s Story in Legends, Fiction, Poems and 
Songs edited by Barbara Hehner (2001, Malcolm 
Lester Books, Toronto, Ontario, 306 ppgs, h.c.) 





Now that Canada has firmly entered the 21st 
century, perhaps it is time to sit back and reflect 
on the many social, political, cultural and 
economic changes that have reshaped our nation 
since Confederation and even earlier while 
Canada was still a British colony and in the early 
stages of exploration. In this well-researched 
book with colorful, lush illustrations, veteran 
Canadian publisher Barbara Hehner has compiled 
a vast scope of Canadian songs, folklore, stories 
and poetry. This excellent anthology is a book 
that children and adults will treasure for years to 
come. From Bonavista to Vancouver Island, from 
native creation myths to the history being made 
post-Confederation (1867), The Spirit of Canada 
celebrates our country and the people, places and 
events that have shaped our nation. 


More than one hundred selections have been 
compiled with more than 150 original illustrations 
by fifteen of Canada’s most celebrated children 
illustrators. Arranged both chronologically and 
thematically, the pieces deal with subjects as 
diverse as first contact, pioneering in the west, 
exploration in the north, the Great Depression, and 
Canada’s centennial. Old favorites such as “The 
Cremation of Sam Magee,” “Jack Was Every Inch 
a Sailor,” and the new classics such as Gordon 
Lightfoot’s “Canadian Railroad Trilogy” and Roch 
Carrier’s “Hockey Sweater’ are included in this 
amazing Canadian anthology. 


The Spirit of Canada also lends the contributions of 
many authors, from Native Canadians through the 
first European immigrants to new arrivals from every 
corner of the globe. Each selection begins with a 
short historical or cultural note, capsule biographies 
of the authors and illustrators, as well as a useful 
index which concludes this fascinating book. 





I really enjoyed reading this well-researched and 
documented book. The Spirit of Canada offers us 
a grand picture of our country and makes every 
Canadian family feel a part of it. This book 
belongs to all of us - it represents everything that 
makes us Canadian. I’ve always felt grateful to be 
a Canadian with our democratic government, free 
medicare, religious tolerance and beautiful parks 
and clean water. True Canada does have its dark 
side (the awful and abusive First Nations 
residential schools in the late 19th and 20th 
centuries, racism and bigotry towards Asians and 
those of African descent (which still continues 
today) especially during the building of the CPR 
in the late 1800s and during WWII in the 30s and 
40s, D’Arcy Island) but there is nowhere else in 
the world that I would rather live then in Canada 
close to my friends, relatives and family. 


Regarding the GVPL, you can find this book 
currently available at the Bruce Hutchison, 
Central, Emily Carr, Esquimalt, Juan de Fuca, 
Nellie McClung, Oak Bay and Saanich Centennial 
branches under Children nonfiction, call number 
810.803271 SPI. 


Andrew earned a B.A. in English, and is available 

to proofread, edit, and/or type and print out your 
essays. Email him at mrpianoman@shaw.ca for more 
information. 
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In Victoria (Songhees Territory), 100% of presenters to Enbridge’s 
panel hearings spoke against the pipeline projects. Concerned 
citizens rallied outside the hearings, and a flotilla carried banners 
reading “Save Our Shores,” “Save Our Coast,” and “Oil Spills Kill.” 
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Words 


What use this mused attempt to reach beyond the grasp, 

to find an understanding, a most difficult of tasks. 

All my sense of pleasure, pain on paper scratched in ink, 
wrestling with my feelings, I tend to over think. 

Only mere reflections, of what has touched my life, 

I try to find an answer, a reason for this strife. 

I do not know for certain, but continue because I must. 

A search through words to find my way, before I turn to dust. 
What is the question asked of God? 

Do you Know me, are you there? 

Can you understand my words, 

do you really care? 

I hope there is a perfect place for all of us to be, 

and my words to do not offend you. 

For I only wish to know, if I were to reach beyond my grasp, 
would you let me go? 


The Black 9 
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Canoes vs Oil Tankers 


What a world would whatever be 
if all oceanic vessels proud 

great or small 

were safe, sound 

Canoes! 


No humungous oiltankers allowed 
to spew blackest vomitous guts 
over teeming greening life 

of myriad shorebirds 

& other countless creatures. 


Only allsorts canoes, even 
a Titanic-sized huge one 
steering clear of icebergs 
a way for humanity to 
gently ply the high seas! 


john alan douglas, april 2012. 


Tale of an Unwanted Guest 


All night 

seagull washed the sky 

cleaning the window of the empty room 
behind the blind 

through splaying hands 

covered in dust irritating eyes 

no hand grip nor cord 

nor forefinger on switch to trigger 

but like a sun search for planets for firing with one 
brush stroke 

coloured in the gap ‘tween the bland 
imagine a thin corduroy fan 

waving in wind 

wove of rice paper 

touched hard 

tipping out cosmic dust 

rescued from refuse 

emptied from an empty tin 

to inaugurate 

the search for a seagull sweeping 
swooping like a heavy sodden branch drooping 
the wave/mountain 

rearing up like an elephant rogue 

risen from clay 

shaped beaten and weathered 

June all through 

to following year to May 

decaying leaf 

three quarter gone in December 

a map in pure relief 

raising up mountain up 

from underground grinding 

movement 

of earth 

never tempered 

wet burnt photograph 

in spores as if peppered 

seasons unpredictable (adolescent/childish) 
coming in rough/willful 

mild-like weather 

sloppy sleep 

wet feet 

make it difficult to walk 

not even a moment for talk 

even the furrowed brow clever 

seagull 

hunkered over empty ship hull 

on an ocean goer like the dried out carcass of an 
elephant 

in the lull in a valley 

unfamiliar 

in the widening valley 

heavy weight of lead water 

turns hissing in an anaconda swirling turn 
in white head dress 

collapsing on him 

in another tale of an unwanted guest 

or maybe unprepared 

wearing the wrong vest. 


Paul Burnside 
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Those Cool Years 
at the Old Cool-Aid Hostel 


by Mark Idczak 


When the plans for the new shelter, “Rock Bay Landing,” 
was announced, tears and cries of outrage were heard from 
some of the immediate neighbours. Sure the Rock Bay 
area had its solid issues, and fears were building that they 
would get worse as a new large shelter would be built. That 
was three years ago. 





When the old Cool-Aid Hostel opened up over 40 years ago 
in the quaint bohemian Fernwood neighbourhood, there 
were similar fears but not so strong. Back then the street 
population was comprised of a dozen older alcoholics and 
winos who had fallen from grace while sporting apparent 
gin blossoms on their face. And some of them had 
fascinating lives and tales to tell. There were other people 
who may have been hard to house. And surprisingly 
enough travellers from all around the world stayed there as 
the Cool Aid Hostel was the only functioning Hostel in 
Victoria until the Canadian Youth Hostel opened up in the 
1980s on Lower Yates St. 


Back in those far off heady days the grass, like the original 
hippies, was organic. Like the kind they smoked. God 
forbid! And the original staff was an interesting eclectic 
mix from educated shrubs to caring people seeking a career. 
When I was in need of shelter it was a positive experience 
staying there. Some of the out of towners referred to the 
hostel as the “Vitta.” 


Victoria and the neighbourhood held many colourful 
Dickens-like characters and special memories. Most of the 
original staff have left to pursue careers elsewhere and the 
stage. Some of these Cool-Aid golden oldies I remember 
on staff like Tom, Sheila, Craig Butler, marvellous Marni, 
Flying Phil Ward, Lauri, Big Mike, Mike Marni, and Jim. 
As the wind blew and the fresh green grass grows so came 
the wandering travellers, residents and hobos. If those 
walls could talk in the present Belfry Theatre part. 


Some of the fabulous residents I remember fondly, the 
delightfully sarcastic Silma Sampson, Old Joe and 
Shannon, Jeremy Loudon, and that lovable Kiwi Lioness, 
Clair Farrar with her mane of golden hair and her roaring 
warm laugh. Whether you were in the dorm or dining room 
the wind would briskly blow the trees along the window 
panes. Peoples’ needs sent the hostel downtown and an 
expanding need to progress to its present location. 


The green grass still grows near the old and present shelter 
and the wind blows as the Cool-Aid Hostel and its residents’ 
needs continually grows. 
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